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• Adopted harvest strategies for NPALB requires reductions in 
total fishing intensity (F%SPR) if spawning stock biomass 
declines below agreed reference points

• To implement these harvest strategies, rules are needed to 
distribute the reduction in total fishing intensity among fleets 
or countries, but these rules have not yet been defined

• Previous advice showed that F%SPR can be translated into 
traditional management measures (catch and effort for some 
fleets), however the ALBWG noted that allocation rules were 
still needed to be provided by the WCPFC and IATTC if the 
stock status falls below the threshold reference point and 
management actions are required

• In 2025, WCPFC NC requested ISC provide estimates of 
historical fleet-specific impacts on the stock in terms of 
fishing intensity, for 2002-2004 & 1999-2015 periods, using 
updated fleet groups 
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• ALBWG prepared 
• science advice (WCPFC-NC22-2026-IP03), and
• shiny app (https://connect.fisheries.noaa.gov/NPALB_harvest_strategy_tool/) 

Request for science advice – ISC Response

https://meetings.wcpfc.int/node/32198
https://connect.fisheries.noaa.gov/NPALB_harvest_strategy_tool/


Summary of 2026 Science Advice:
• F%SPR provides a robust measure of fishing impact: Fleet-specific fishing intensity 

expressed as spawning potential ratio (F%SPR) accounts for biological differences (e.g., 
selectivity, age structure, and contribution to spawning biomass), allowing consistent 
comparisons across fleets

• Estimates are conditional and should be interpreted carefully: Results depend on 
historical stock and fishery conditions (e.g., recruitment, availability, selectivity) and 
fleet groupings, so they are context-dependent and not fixed

• Updates are possible but should be limited: The proportional values may change 
slightly with new stock assessment models or different fleet groupings, therefore 
routine recalculation is not recommended for these rules unless exceptional 
circumstances arise; current estimates are from the 2026 assessment and requested 
fleet groups and historical periods (i.e., 2002-2004 and 1999-2015)
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Summary of 2026 Science Advice:
• Allocation decisions are outside the science advice: While the ISC analysis provides 

quantitative estimates of historical fleet impacts, defining allocation rules and 
implementation still needs to be done

• Supports implementation of harvest strategies: Once rules are established, the 
estimates can be used alongside existing ISC advice to translate fleet specific fishing 
intensity targets (or reductions) into traditional management measures (catch and 
effort, for some fleets)

Request for science advice
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Thank you
Questions
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